
 
Intrada Marking Criteria  

 Technical ability 

Expression and interpretation 

Musical expression 
 
Stylistic/historical understanding and 
interpretation 
 

 
5 
Exceptional 

 
Virtuosic technical control, which 
demonstrates fluency and allows the listener 
to fully focus on interpretation. 

 
Outstanding expressive ability. Playing is refined 
and shaped with attention to detail, and a broad 
depth of expressive qualities are projected with 
impressive clarity and sensitivity. 

 
The performer not only demonstrates an impeccable 
knowledge of historically informed performance 
practice and stylistic awareness, but is able to 
creatively and imaginatively use this to enhance their 
performance. 
 

 
4 
Excellent 

 
Excellent and solid technique that facilitates 
a high level of accuracy and control. Any 
slips do not detract from the performance. 
 

 
Excellent expression. Playing is very well 
shaped throughout. Contrasting expressive 
qualities are consistently projected with clarity 
and sensitivity. 
 

 
The performer confidently projects a convincing 
demonstration of historically informed performance 
practice and stylistic awareness, and any aspects 
missed do not detract from the performance. 
 

 
3 
Good 

 
A good technique. If not seamless, any 
issues generally don’t detract too much from 
the performance. 

 
There is much well-shaped playing, and there 
are a few expressive ideas which are generally 
projected with clarity of intention. 

 
There is a well-projected understanding of historically 
informed performance practice and stylistic 
awareness, but the delivery of these aspects can be a 
little matter-of-fact. 
 

 
2 
Satisfactory 

 
The performer’s technique generally meets 
the demands of the programme, but certain 
aspects detract from the performance. 

 
There is some well-shaped playing and there are 
moments of clarity in demonstrating expressive 
ideas. 
 

 
There is a basic perception of some aspects of 
historically informed performance practice and stylistic 
awareness, but it is evident that these are not a natural 
part of the performer’s delivery, nor have they been 
applied with an understanding of context. 
 

 
1 
Unsatisfactory 

 
An overall lack of technical security. 
Technical problems regularly disrupt the flow 
of the music and detract from the 
performance. 
 

 
Attempts to shape the music are generally 
unsuccessful. Expressive qualities are difficult to 
identify for the listener. 
 

 
No understanding of historically informed performance 
practice is apparent, and stylistic nuance within the 
music is disregarded. 


