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REFORMATION DAY 3

BACH’S ST JOHN PASSION

CONGREGATIONAL CHORALES

Tonight’s performance of Bach’s St John Passion gives an impression of the work 
as it might have been heard within the context of the Lutheran liturgy, in which 
the assembled congregation would sing the chorales (hymn tunes). 

Similarly, in tonight’s performance, the audience is invited to sing some of the 
verses of three chorales. John Butt will now lead a short rehearsal in which  
you can familiarise yourself with these chorales.

The words and music appear within; the words are also printed in the 
programme-book for tonight’s Prom.
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1 Opening liturgy 

Chorale ‘Da Jesu an dem Kreuze Stund’ (abridged)

Audience participation for verses 1 and 4 only; verses 2 and 3 sung by the Dunedin Choir



Da Jesus an dem Kreuze Stund
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2  Congregational Response to Part 1 of the Passion

Congregational Chorale: ‘O Lamm Gottes unschuldig

Audience participation for verses 1 and 3 only; verse 2 sung by the Dunedin Choir
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3 Closing liturgy

Chorale ‘Nun danket alle Gott’

Audience participation for verses 1 and 3 only; verse 2 sung by the Dunedin Choir


